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“UP-TO-DATE” 

DRESS CUTTING AND DRAFTING. 


PART I. 

" BODICES AND SLEEVES.” 


TO BE FOLLOWED BT 

PART II. 

“ SKIRTS AND ADAPTATIONS.” 

PART III. 

“ TAILORING AND FRENCH PATTERN 
MODELLING.” 

PART IV. 

“ADAPTATION OF PATTERNS 

TO THE 

CUTTING OUT OF UNDER GARMENTS.” 

A Simplified System for Plain Needlework . 


All former editions of “ Dress Catting, Drafting, and French 
Pattern Modelling,” are out of date. 


















The materials required for Drafting, Measuring, 
Cutting Out, and Fitting, are : 

A Tailor’s Square, or Rule. 

A Tape Measure. 

Tailor’s Chalk. 

A piece of cloth, on which to practise drafting 
(the top of an old card table is an excellent 
substitute). 

A sheet of brown paper, on which to draft the 
pattern, when perfect in drawing on the cloth. 

About 1-} yards of calico, at 2Jd. per yard, or soft- 
brown holland (as used by dressmakers), in which 
to cut out the pattern of the bodice, and one sleeve, 
for trying on. 

Scissors. 

Pins, &c. 

It will be seen that no charts are needed ; the 
implements and materials required are of the 
simplest kinds. 































BODICE MEASURES. 


1. Half Chest. 

2. Half Waist. 

3. Length of Back. 

4. Half Width of Back. 

5. Under Arm. 

6. Half Heck. 

7. Length of Front. 

8. Across Chest. 

N.B.—Before commencing to draft the bodice, notice 
must be taken of the figure for which it is to be drafted. 

Bodices drafted from the Diagrams in Chapters 
II. and IV. are suitable for very erect figures, with long, 
“ straight-fronted ” corsets; for others, the Diagrams in 
Chapters III. and V. are more suitable—these are not 
44 straight-fronted.” 


SLEEVE MEASURES. 


1. Length to Elbow. 

2. Length to Wrist. 

3. Round Armhole. 

4. Round Elbow. 

5. Round Hand. 

6. Inside Length of Arm. 
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Up-To-Date” Dress Cutting and Drafting. 


CHAPTER I. 

HOW TO TAKE THE BODICE MEASURES. 
Fia. 1. 



1. Chest. —Place a tape measure under the arms, 
straight across the back, and bring it round to the 
front loosely across the chest. 

2. Waist.— Slip the measure down to the waist, 
and take this measure rather tighter than the last. 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting . 


Fig. 2. 



3. Length of Back. —Tie a tape or string 
(preferably the latter, as then no mistake can be 
made by taking the length from the top of the tape 
instead of the bottom) round the waist of the person 
or bust being measured, and measure the “ length of 
back,” from the nape of the neck to the string at the 
waist. 

N.B.—Before taking this measure it is necessary 
to see that the person being measured is standing 
perfectly erect , otherwise the 44 length of back ” 
measure will be found too long. 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting . 

4. Half Width of Back. —This is taken on the 
“ back armhole line/* from the middle of the back to 
the armhole. (See Big. 2.) 

N.B.—Before taking this “ half width of back ” 
measure, it is necessary to notice if the back seam of 
the bodice is perfectly straight, and that the back is 
not too wide or too narrow. 

If the measure is taken over a “ seamless ” bodice, 
the width of the entire back must be taken, but only 
the half must be used. 

5. Under Arm. —Raise the arm to the level of 
the chest, and measure from under the arm to the 
string round the waist. (See Fig. 2.) 


Fig. 3. 



the nape to the middle of the neck in front. 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting. 


Fig. 4. 



7. Length of Front. —Measure from the hollow 
of the neck at the front to the string at the waist. 

N.B.—Before taking this measure it is necessary 
to see that the person being measured is standing 
perfectly erect , otherwise the “ front length ” measure 
will be found too short. 




Dress Cutting and Drafting . 
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Fig/ 5. 


8. Across Chest. —Measure from the middle of 
the armhole in front, to the front of chest. 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting. 


Fig. 6. 



HOW TO TAKE THE SLEEVE 
MEASURES. 

1. Length to Elbow.— Raise the arm to the 
level of the chest and bend the elbow ; measure from 
the back of arm to elbow, and find the “ length ” well 
below the elbow point. 

N.B.—Neglect of this causes the elbow of the 
sleeve to be too high, for, after being worn, the 
sleeve “ rides ” up from the elbow. 

2. Length to Wrist.— This is usually taken to 
the wrist bone, but varies according to fashion. 









Dress Cutting and Drafting . 
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Fio. 7. 



3. Round Armhole. —Take this measure rather 
loosely. 

4. Round Elbow. —Measure round the elbow with 
the elbow slightly bent —not at an acute angle ! 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting . 

5. Round Hand.— Measure round the knucldes, 
the fingers being extended, and the thumb in the 
palm of the hand (in the position in which the hand 
would naturally be passed through the sleeve of a 
coat). (See Fig. 7.) 

N.B.—Fashion determines the size in making-up 
the sleeve. If the sleeve is to be buttoned or hooked 
tightly round the wrist, it will usually be found that 
the wrist measures 2in. less than the hand. 



6. Inside Length of Arm. — This measure is 
useful to test the accuracy of the sleeve after it has 
been drafted. 



Dress Cutting and Drafting. 


9 


Dia. 1. 

TAILOR’S “RULE” 


I'rfmTrrmm 




Dia. 2. 

TAILOR’S "SQUARE” OR "RULE” 



Explanation op the Different Lines Used in 
the Diagrams. 


The fine straight lines- represent " plan 

lines.” 

The thick line ■ represents the fitted 

pattern. 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting . 


CHAPTER II. 

PLAN LINES FOR DRAWING A BODICE 
WITH “ SHORT BASQUE.” 

“ Straight Front.” 

“Seam to Shoulder” in lieu of “Darts.” 

Copy the measures taken on the corner of the 
paper on which the bodice is to be drafted. Draw 
the “ back and neck plan lines,” as per Diagram. 

Dia. 3. 
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Dress Gutting and Drafting . 

On the “back plan line,” mark the “length of 
back” (No. 3), and 3in. below it, mark the “short 
basque line.” 

Square the rule, and draw the “ waist line ” and the 
“ short basque line.” 

On the “ back plan line,” from the “waist line,” 
measure to the right , the “ under arm ” measure (No. 
5), and make a mark. 

N.B.—As a rule the “under arm” measure is ^ 
the “ length of back,” but a high shouldered figure 
would measure more than £ the “ length of back ” at 
the “ under arm.” 

Square the rule, and draw a long line for the 
“armhole line.” 

On the “back plan line,” from the “neck plan 
line” measure about *2in. and make a mark, and 
3in. below it make another mark. 

* N.B.—This is not a fixed measure, but varies 
according to the individual figure—for a high 
shouldered figure the “shoulder line” should be 
drawn nearer the “neck line” than for one with 
sloping shoulders. 

Square the rule, and draw two short lines. 

These give the “ back shoulder line ” and the “ hack 
armhole line.” 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting . 

TO DRAW THE BODICE 
(Without Turnings). 


Dia. 4. 





On the “ waist-line,” from the “ back plan line ” 
measure lin. inwards, and make a mark; draw with 
the rule, a straight line from it, to the “ neck plan 
line, and a straight line from it, to the “short 
basque line (to within Jin. of the « back plan line ”) 
as per Diagram. 















Dress Cutting and Drafting . 
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This gives the “ true hack line.” 

On the “ neck plan line,” from the back, measure 
^ of the “half neck ” measure (No. 6), less *|in., 
and make a mark, from it, draw, to the right, a 
straight line fin. long, and from it, draw a curved 
line backwards , on to the “ neck plan line,” as per 
Diagram 4. 

This gives the “ hack neck.” - 

* N.B.—The reason for deducting this £in. from 
the J of the “ half neck ” is, that this curved line 
will measure, when drawn, £in. more than a straight 
line would do. 

On the “ back armhole line,” from the “ true back 
line,” measure the “half width of back” (No. 4), 
plus £in., and make a mark; draw a line from it (to 
the right), to the next plan line. 

This gives the plan line for “ hack armhole .” 

Draw a line from the “ shoulder line,” to highest 
point of neck; slightly curve this line inwards, as per 
Diagram 4. 

This gives the “ hack shoulder .” 

On the “ armhole line,” from the “ true back line,” 
measure the “half chest” measure (No. 1), plus 
lin., and make a mark. 

This gives the “front of chest,” and the width of half 
the bodice. 

On the “ neck plan line,” from the “ true back 
line,” measure 3^in. less than on the “ armhole line*” 
and make a mark, from this mark, draw with the rule, 
a long straight line through “ front of chest ” down 
the front, to “ basque line,” as per Diagram 4. 

This gives the “ front line of bodice 

From the “ front of chest,” measure hack on the 
“ armhole line,” the “ across chest ” measure 
(No. 8), and make a mark. 

On the “ front line,” from the “ short basque line,” 
measure to the right liin. and make a mark—from it r 
draw a sloping line towards the hack (about 5in. long) r 
to the “ short basque line,” as per Diagram 4. 

This gives the “ true basque line” 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting. 

On the “ front line/’ from the “ waist line,” 
measure to the right l|in., and make a mark ; from it, 
draw a sloping line towards the hack (about 5in. 
long), to the “ waist line,” as per Diagram 4. 

This gives the “ true waist line 

On the “ front line,” from the “ true waist line,” 
measure to the right , the “length of front” (No. 7), 
and make a mark. 

This gives the position for u front neclc .” 

To the right of this “ front neck ” mark, measure 
% of the " half neck ” (No. 6), and draw a short line 
parallel with the “armhole line ”—measure § of the 
“half neck,” deduct and draw a slanting line 

from the mark for “ front neck,” across to the short 
line to the right, and curve it for the “ front neck/’ 
as per Diagram 4. 

* N.B.—The reason for deducting this jin. is, that 
this curved line will measure, when drawn, jin. more 
than the straight line will do. 

Measure the length between the highest point of 
the “ back neck ” and the “ shoulder line,” measure 
and mark the same length on the front (measuring to 
the left from the highest point of the “ front neck ”), 
and draw a short “ plan line ” from this mark, 
parallel with the “ armhole line.” 

Measure the length of the “back shoulder,” and 
draw a line from the highest point of “ front neck ” 
backwards on to the short “plan line ” (just drawn); 
slightly curve this line, as per Diagram 4. 


Dress Cutting and Drafting . 
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FOR THE ARMHOLE. 

Draw a curved line from the “ shoulder point ” of 
“ front shoulder,” curving down to the “ armhole 
line,** and then curving up to touch the centre of the 
“ back armhole plan line,” and on to about 
beyond the “ back shoulder ” (as per Diagram 4), thus 
making the ‘‘back shoulder” £in. longer than the 
“ front shoulder.” 

This curve for the “ armhole ” should be drawn with 
one stroke of the chalk or pencil; it will require 
practice , but once accomplished is quite easy , and a 
much more perfect “ armhole ” is obtained . 

* N.B.—The reason the “ back shoulder ** is drawn 
^in. longer than the “ front shoulder ” is, that when 
the bodice is being made up, the “ front shoulder ” is 
stretched to fit into the “ back shoulder.” 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting. 


TO FIND THE POSITION OF THE 
SEAMS. 

Dia. 5. 



Find the centre of the “ back shoulder,” and make 
a mark at that point, and on the “ waist line ” make 
another mark l^in. (or more, according to the figure), 
from the “ true back line.” 

















17 


Dress Cutting and Drafting . 

With the rule, draw a line from the mark just 
made on the “ waist line,” to the mark at the centre 
of the 11 back shoulder.” Square the rule, by the 
“ waist plan line,” and draw a straight line from the 
mark on the “ waist line,” to the “ short basque.” 

This completes the back. 

Place a mark on the “ armhole line,” lin. from the 
line already drawn, and draw another line from the 
waist passing through this mark to the shoulder, to 
meet it there, as per Diagram 5—and a sloping line 
from the waist to within lin. (or more, according to 
the figure), of the back on the “basque line,” as 
per Diagram 5. On the “ armhole line,” measure the 
width of the back, and mark the same width for the 
“ side body,” and again measure and mark the same 
width for the “ side piece.” 

N.B.—A second “ side piece ” is an improvement 
in the case of a very stout figure—as the larger 
number of seams gives the appearance of length, 
and diminishes the appearance of width. This 
second side piece would be marked on the “ armhole 
line,” in the same way as the other. On the “waist 
line,” measure and mark the “ side body ” lin. less 
(more or less, according to the figure), than it 
measures on the “ armhole line,” and with the rule 
draw a line from this mark to the “ armhole” 

On the “ waist line,” measure lin. less (more or 
less) between the “ side body ” and ^Iside piece.” 
Make a mark, and from it draw with the rule a line 
to meet the “ side body ” at the “ armhole” 

On the “ waist line,” make the “ side piece ” lin. 
less (more or less) than it is on the “ armhole line.” 

Draw a line from “ waist ” to “ armhole” as per 
Diagram 5. 

On the “ waist line,” measure 2in. (more or less 
according to the figure), and make a mark—from it, 
draw a line to meet the “ side piece ” at the 
“ armhole” 

This gives the “fitting seam ” of the “ front ” or 
u forepart. ” 


c 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting . 

To complete the “ side body,” draw a straight line 
from the waist to the “ short basque line.” 

To complete the u side piece,” draw a sloping line 
from the waist, to touch the “ side body ” at the 
“ short basque line,” and a straight line from the 
waist to the “ short basque Mne,” 

Draw a sloping line from the waist to the “ short 
basque line,” at the “ fitting seam ” of the “ front ” 
or“ forepart,” as per Diagram 5. 


Dress Cutting and Drafting . 
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TO COMPLETE THE “ FRONT ” OR 
“ FOREPART.” 

Dia. 6. 



Find the centre of the “front shoulder,” and 
make a mark at that point. “ Measure up ” the 
waist, so as to find the correct amount to be taken 
out in the “ seam of the front ” to reduce the waist 
to the right size. 
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On the “ waist line/’ from the “ true back line,” 
measure the size of the “ back ” ; omit the space 
between the “ back ” and the “ side body,” and 
measure the “ side body ” ; omit the apace between 
the “ side body” and “ side piece,” and measure 
the “ side piece ” ; omit the pace between the “side 
piece ” and the “ forepart,” and measure the “ fore¬ 
part” to the front line of bodice. Write down the 
result of the “ measuring-up,” on the paper on 
which the bodice has been drafted, and deduct from 
it, the “ half waist ” (No. 2). 

The surplus must be taken out in the “ seam of 
the front.” This “seam ” is in lieu of “ darts'' 

E.G.—If the bodice which is being drafted 
measures 14jin. on the “waist line,” and the “half 
waist measure” (No. 2), is llin., deduct that 
amount from the 14]-—the surplus , which will be 
3^in., must be taken out in the “ seam of the front,” 
(which is in lieu of “ darts ”). 

N.B.—In taking the measures for a bodice, notice 
should be taken of the individual figure, as some 
figures require a larger amount to be taken out 
between the “side body” and “side piece,” and 
between the “side piece” and “forepart,” and a 
smaller amount in the “ seam of the front.” 

Some dressmakers prefer to “ round the front line ” 
of the bodice. To draw this, make a mark about f of 
an inch beyond the “frontline” at “front of chest,” 
and from it, draw a line curving gradually up to the 
neck, and down to the waist. Tailors however 
generally prefer the straight “front line,” and when 
they are obliged to round the “ front line ” to suit 
any special figure, they “ shrink ” away the superflu¬ 
ous length occasioned by the curved line. 

On the “ true waist hne,” from the “front line,” 
measure *l|in. (more or less according to the size of 
the figure), and make a mark. 

On the “ true basque line,” from the “ front line,” 
measure *l-|in. (more or less according to the size of 
the figure), and make a mark. 
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* N.B. —These two measures must always corre¬ 
spond, to give the straight line to the bodice. 

Find the centre of the “front shoulder/ 1 and make 
a mark. 

On the “ armhole line/* from “ the front line/’ 
measure 3in. (more or less according to the figure), and 
make a mai’k ; from it, measure to the left lin., and 
make a mark ; from it, draw a sloping line 3in. long (or 
more), to touch the “ front line/’ as per Diagram 6. 

From the end of the line 3in. long (or more), draw 
a line with the rule, to the mark on the “ front 
shoulder,” and again from the end of the line 3in. 
long (or more), draw a line to the mark on the “ true 
waist line,” and to the mark on the “ basque line,” 
as per Diagram 6. 

From the mark on the “ waist line,” measure the 
amount to be taken out in the “ seam of the front ” 
(in lieu of darts), and make a mark on the “waist 
line” ; from it, draw a line to the right, to touch the 
end of the line 3in. long (or more). 

Square the rule by the “waist line,” and draw a 
straight line from the mark on the “ waist line,” to 
the “ basque.” * * 

On the front line, measui'e the length between the 
waist and the “ armhole line,” and mai*k the same 
length on the back of the “ seam of the front.” 

From this mark (which may be beloio the “ waist 
line ”), draw a sloping line to touch the “ waist line ” 
at the “ fitting seam,” as per Diagram 6. 

From the end of the line 3in. long (or more), curve 
the back of the “ seam of the front ” very slightly up 
to the shoulder, thus rounding off the point where 
the 4 lines touch, as per Diagram 6. 

From the “ true waist line ” of each apiece of the 
bodice, measure 3in. (or less if a shorter basque is 
required), and make the basque of each piece the 
same length, as per Diagram 6. 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting . 


CHAPTER III. 

PLAN LINES FOR DRAWING A BODICE 
WITH “ SHORT BASQUE.” 

“ Seam to Shoulder ” in lieu of “ Darts.” 


Dia. 7. 




Copy the measures taken, on the comer of the 
paper on which the bodice is to be drafted. Draw 
the “back and neck plan lines,” as per Diagram. 

On the “back plan line,” mark the “length of 
back ” (No. 3), and 3in. below it, mark the “ short 
basque line.” Square the rule, and draw the “ waist 
line ” and the “ short basque line.” 
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On the “back plan line,” from the “ waist line” 
measure to the right 9 the “under arm” measure 
(No. 5), and make a mark. 

N.B.—As a rule, the “under arm” measure is 
half the “ length of back”—but a high- shouldered 
figure would measure more than half the “ length of 
back ” at the “ under arm.” 

Square the rule, and draw a long line for the 
“ armhole line.” 

On the “back plan line,” from the “neck plan 
line,” measure about # 2in. and make a mark, and 
3in. below it, make another mark. 

* N.B.—This is not a fixed measure, but varies 
according to the individual figure; for a high¬ 
shouldered figure, the “ shoulder line ” should be 
drawn 'nearer the “neck line” than for one with 
sloping shoulders. 

Square the rule, and draw two short lines. 

These give the “ hack shoulder plan line ” and the 
“ hack armhole line .” 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting. 


TO DRAW THE BODICE 
(Without Turnings). 

Dia. 8. 



On the “waist line,” from the “back plan line,” 
measure lin. inwards , and make a mark; with the 
rule, draw a straight line from it to the “ neck plan 
line,” and a straight line from it to the “ short basque 
line ” (to within |in. of the “ back plan line ”), as per 
Diagram. 

This gives the “ true hack line” 

On the “ neck plan line,” from the back, measure 
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J of tlie l neck measure (No. 6), less * Jin., and make 
a mark; from it draw to tlie right , a straight line fin. 
long, and from it, draw a curved line backwards , on to 
the “ neck plan line,” as per Diagram 8. 

This gives the “ back neck.” 

* N.B. —The reason for deducting this ^in. from 
the £ of the i neck is, that this curved line will 
measure, when drawn, -Jin. more than a straight line 
will do. 

On the “ hack armhole line,” from the “ true hack 
line,” measure the “ half width of hack ” (No. 4), 
plus 4in., and make a mark. 

From it, draw a line to the right , to the next plan 
line. 

This gives the plan line for “ back armhole .” 

Draw a line from the “ shoulder line,” to the 
highest point of neck; slightly curve this line inwards 
as per Diagram 8. 

This gives the u back shoulder 

On the “ armhole line,” from the “ true hack line,” 
measure the “half chest” measure (No. l),plus lin., 
and make a mark. 

This gives the “ front of chest” and the width of half 
the bodice. 

On the “ neck plan line,” from the “ true back 
line,” measure l£in. less than on the “ armhole 
line,” and make a mark— from this mark, draw with 
the rule, a long sti’aight line through “ front of 
chest ” down the front, to “ basque line,” as per 
Diagram 8. 

This gives the “ front line of bodice .” 

From the “ front of chest,” measure back on the 
armhole line, the “across chest” measure (No. 8), 
and make a mark. 

On the “ front line,” from the “ short basque 
line,” measure to the right I^in., and make a mark 
—from it, draw a sloping line towards the back 
(about 5in. long), to the “ short basque line,” as per 
Diagram 8. 

This gives the u true basque line.” 
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On the “ front line,” from the “ waist line,” 
measure to the right l^-in., and make a mark—from 
it, draw a sloping line towards the hack (about 5in. 
long), to the “ waist line,” as per Diagram 8. 

This gives the “ true waist line” 

On the “front line,” from the “true waist line,” 
measure to the right , the “ length of front ” (No. 7), 
and make a mark. 

This gives the position for “ front neck.” 

To the right of this “ front neck ” mark, measure 
£ of the “ half neck ” (No. 6), and draw a short line 
parallel with the “ armhole line ”—measure § of the 
“ half neck/’ deduct *|in., and draw a slanting line 
from the mark for “ front neck,” across to the short 
line to the riglit f and curve it for the “ front neck,” 
as per Diagram 8. 

* N.B.—The reason for deducting this ^in. is, that 
this curved line will measure, when drawn, jun. more 
than the straight line will do. 

Measure the length between the highest point of 
the “back neck,” and the “ shoulder line.” Measure 
and mark the same length on the front (measuring 
to the left from the highest point of the “front 
neck”), and draw a short “plan line” from this 
mark, parallel with the “ armhole line.” Measure the 
length of the “ back shoulder,” and draw a line from 
the highest point of “ front neck ” backwards , on to 
the short “ plan line ” (just drawn) ; slightly curve 
this line, as per Diagram 8. 


Dress Cutting and Drafting, 
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FOR THE ARMHOLE. 

Draw a curved line from the “ shoulder point ” of 
“ front shoulder,” curving doivn to the “ armhole 
line ”—and then curving up to touch the centre of the 
" back armhole plan line,” and on to about # ^in. 
beyond the “ back shoulder,” as per Diagram 8—thus 
making the “back shoulder” |in. longer than the 
“ front shoulder.” 

This curve for the “armhole" should be drawn with 
one stroke of the chalk or pmcil; it will require 
practice , but once accomplished is quite easy, and a 
much more perfect armhole is obtained, 

* N.B.—The reason the “back shoulder” is drawn 
a ^in. longer than the “ front shoulder ” is, that 
when the bodice is being made up, the “ front 
shoulder ” is stretched to fit into the “ back 
shoulder.” 
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Dress Cutting and Drafting . 


TO FIND THE POSITION OF THE 
SEAMS. 

Dia. 9. 



Find the centre of the “ back shoulder,” and make 
a mark at that point—and on the “ waist line” make 
another mark, l£in. (or more, according to the 
figure) from the “true back line.” 

With the rule, draw a line from the mark just 
made on the “ waist line ”—to the mark at the centre 
of the “ back shoulder,” as per Diagram. 
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Square the rule by the “ waist plan line,” and 
draw a straight line from the mark on the “ waist 
line/’ to the “ short basque.” 

This completes the hack. 

Place a mark on the “ armhole line,” lin. from 
the line already drawn, and draw another line from 
the waist passing through this mark to the shoulder 
to meet it there, as per Diagram 9—and a sloping 
line from the waist to within lin. (or more, according 
to the figure) of the back, on the “basque line,” as 
per Diagram 9. 

On the “ armhole line,” measure the width of the 
back, and mark the same width on the “ armhole 
line” for the “ side body,” and again measure and 
mark the same width, for the “ side piece.” 

N.B.—A second “side piece” is an improvement 
in a very stout figure—as the larger number of seams 
gives the appearance of length , and diminishes the 
appearance of width. This second “ side piece ” 
would be marked on the “ armhole line,” in the same 
way as the other. 

On the ** waist line,” measure and mark the “ side 
body” lin. less (more or less, according to the figure) 
than it measures on the “ armhole line,” and with 
the rule, draw a line from this mark to the “ arm¬ 
hole.” 

On the “ waist line,” measure lin. less (more or 
less), between the “ side body ” and “ side piece ”— 
make a mark, and from it, draw with the rule, a line 
to meet the “ side body ” at the “ armhole.” 

On the “ waist line,” make the “ side piece ” lin. 
less (more or less) than it is on the “ armhole line.” 

Draw a line from waist to “armhole” as per 
Diagram 9. 

On the “ waist line,” measure 2in. (more or less 
according to the figure), and make a mark—from it, 
draw a line to meet the “ side piece ” at the “ arm¬ 
hole.” 

This gives the “jittinq seam ” of the “front” or 
“forepart” 
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Witli the rule, draw a “ plan line ” from the waist 
to the “ short basque line/' between the “ side body ” 
.and “ side piece ”; and between the “ side piece ” and 
“fore part.” 

With the rule, draw lines from the waist to the 
“ short basque line,” to meet these “ plan lines,” as 
per Diagram 9. 
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TO COMPLETE THE " FRONT ” OR 
“ FOREPART.” 


Dia. 10. 



Find the centre of the “ front shoulder,” and make 
a mark at that point. 

“ Measure up” the waist, so as to find the correct 
amount to be taken out in the u seam of the front ” 
to reduce the waist to the right size. 

On the “ waist line,” from the “ true back line,” 
measure the size of the “ back ”; omit the space 
between the “ back ” and the “ side body,” and 
measure the “ side body ” ; omit the space between 
the “ side body ” and “ side piece,” and measure the 
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“ side piece ”; omit the space between the “ side 
piece ” and the “ forepart,” and measure the “ fore¬ 
part ” to the “ front line ” of the bodice. 

Write down the result of the “ measuring up,” on 
the paper on which the bodice has been drafted, and 
deduct from it the “ half waist ” measure (No. 2)— 
the surplus must be taken out in the “ seam of the 
front.” 

This seam is in lieu of “ darts” 

E.G.—If the bodice which is being drafted 
measures 15^in. on the “waist line,” and the “ half 
waist” measure (No. 2), isllin., deduct that amount 
from the 15jin.—the surplus which will be 4Jin., 
must be taken out in the “seam of the front” 
(which is in lieu of darts). 

N.B.—In taking the measures for a bodice, notice 
should be taken of the individual figure, as some 
figures require a larger amount to be taken out 
between the “side body” and “side piece,” and 
between the “ side piece ” and “ forepart,” and a 
smaller amount in the “ seam of the front.” 

Some dressmakers prefer to round the front line 
of the bodice; to draw this, make a mark about f 
of an inch beyond the “ front line ” at “ front of 
chest,” and from it, draw a fine curving gradually 
up to the neck, and down to the waist. 

Tailors, however, generally prefer the straight 
“ front line,” and when they are obliged to round 
the “ front line ” to suit any special figure, they 
“ shrink ” away the superfluous length occasioned by 
the curved line. 

On the “ true waist ” line, from the “ front line,” 
measure l^in. (more or less according to the figure), 
and make a mark. 

On the “ armhole line,” from the “ front line,” 
measure 3in. (more or less according to the figure), 
and make a mark; from it, measure to the left lin., 
and make a mark; from it, draw a sloping line 3in. 
long (or more), to touch the “ front line,” as per 
Diagram 10. 
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From the end of the line 3in. long (or more), draw 
with the rule, a line to the mark on “ front shoulder,” 
and again from the end of the line 3in. long (or 
more), draw a line to the mark on the “ true waist ” 
line. 

This gives the “ front of seam ” to the waist. 

From the “ front of seam ” on the “ waist line,” 
measure the amount to be taken out in the “ seam ” 
(in lieu of “ darts ”), and make a mark on the waist 
line—from it, draw a line to the right; to touch the 
end of the line 3in. long. 

This gives the “ hack of seam ” to the waist. 

To complete the “ front of seam,” draw a line from 
the “waist line” to the “basque line” (sloping 
towards the back, according to the figure). 

N.B.—The slope of this line between the waist and 
the basque varies according to the figure—the stouter 
the figure below the waist, the more it must slope 
towards the back . 

To complete the “ hack of the seam.” 

On the “ waist line,” from the “ front line,” 
measure the amount which has been taken out 
in the “ seam of the front” (inlieu of “darts”). 

On the “basque line,” from the “front line,” 
measure the same amount—make a mark, and 
draw a line from waist to basque, as per Diagram 10. 

On the 11 front line,” measure the length between 
the waist and the armhole line, and mark the same 
length on the hack of the “ seam of the front.” 

From this mark (which may be helow the “ waist 
line”), draw a sloping line to touch the waist line at 
the “ fitting seam,” as per Diagram 10. 

From the end of the line 3in. long (or more), 
curve the hack of the “ seam of the front ” very 
slightly up to the shoulder—thus rounding off the 
point where the four fines touch, as per Diagram 10. 

From the “ true waist fine ” of each piece of the 
bodice, measure 3in. (or less if a shorter basque is 
required), and make the basque of each piece the 
same length, as per Diagram 10. 


D 
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CHAPTER IV. 

PLAN LINES EOR DRAWING A BODICE 
WITH « SHORT BASQUE. 0 

“ Straight Front ° with “ Darts. 0 


Dia. II. 
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basque line ”—square tlie rule, aud draw “ waist line ” 
and " short basque line/’ 

On the "back plan line,” from the "waist line,” 
measure to the right , the " under arm ” measure 
(No. 5), and make a mark. 

N.B.—As a rule the “ under arm ” measure is half 
the " length of back/’ but a high shouldered figure 
would measure more than half the " length of back ” 
at the " under arm.” 

Square the rule, and draw a long line to the 
" armhole line.” 

On the " back plan line,” from the " neck plan 
line,” measure # 2in. and make a mark, and 3in. 
below it, make another mark. 

* N.B.—This is not a fixed measure, but varies 
according to the individual figure ; e.g., for a high 
shouldered figure, the "shoulder line” should be 
drawn nearer the “ neck line ” than for one with 
sloping shoulders. 

Square the rule, and draw two short lines. 

These give the “ bach shoulder plan line” arid " bach 
armhole line” 
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TO DRAW THE BODICE 


(Without Turnings). 
Dia. 12. 



basque line ” (to within Jin. of the “ back plan line”)» 
as per Diagram. 

This gives the “true bach line” 
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On the “ neck plan line, ”/rom the “ back,” measure 
a of the “half neck” measure (No. 6) less *}in., 
and make a mark; from it, draw to the right t 
a straight line fin. long, and from it, draw a curved 
line backwards , on to the “neck plan line/’ as per 
Diagram 12. 

This gives the “ back neck.” 

* N.B.—The reason for deducting this |in. is, that 
this curved line will measure, when drawn, |in. more 
than a straight line would do. 

On the “ back armhole line,” from the “ true back 
line,” measure the “ half width of back ” (No. 4), 
and make a mark ; draw a line from it to the right, 
to the next “ plan line.” 

This gives the “ back armhole plan line ” 

Draw a line from the “shoulder line” to the 
highest point of neck ; slightly curve this line inwards , 
as per Diagram 12. 

This gives the “ back shoulder” 

On the " armhole line,” mark the “ back ” about 
2in. less than it is on the “ shoulder line,” and on 
the “ waist line,” mark it half the width that it is 
on the “ armhole line.” 

Draw a curved line passing through these marks, 
from back armhole ” to “ waist line,” and a straight 
line from the waist to the “ short basque line.” As 
per Diagram 12. 

This completes the “ back” 
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Dia. 13. 



On the armhole line ,from the “true back line,”’ 
measure the “half chest” measure (No. 1), plus 
lin. f and make a mark. 

This gives the u front of chest ” and the width of half 
the bodice. 
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From this mark, measure bach on the “ armhole 
line/’ the “across chest” (No. 8), and make a mark; 
again measure from the “front of chest,” the 
“across chest” (No. 8), in a slanting direction to 
about 2in. to the right of the “ armhole line,” and 
make a mark. 

Tins is a guide in drawing the armhole , and gives 
position for front of “ armhole 99 

On the “ neck plan line,” from the “ true back 
line,” measure the “half chest” (No. 1), less 3^in., 
and make a mark ; from it, draw, with the rule, a long 
straight line through “ front of chest ” down the 
front, as per Diagram 13. 

This gives the “ front line ” of bodice. 

On the “front line,” from the “basque line,” 
measure to the right Him, and make a mark ; from 
it, draw a sloping line towards the back (about Sin. 
long) to the “ basque line.” 

This gives the “ true basque line ” in front. 

On the “ front line,” from the “ waist line,” 
measure to the right l^in., and make a mai'k; from 
it, draw a sloping line towards the bach (about Sin. 
long), to the “ waist line,” as per Diagram 13. 

This gives the “ true waist line.” 

N.B.—Some dressmakers prefer a rounded “ front 
line ” to the bodice ; to draw this, make a mark 
about Jin. beyond the “front line” at “front of 
chest,” and from this mark, draw a line curving 
gradually up to the neck and down to the waist. 

Tailors , however, generally prefer the straight 
front line, and when they are obliged to round 
the “ front line 99 to suit any special figure they 
“ shrink ” away the superfluous length occasioned 
by the curved line. 

On the “front line,” from the “ true waist line,” 
measure to the right , the “length of front” (No. 7), 
and make a mark. 

This gives the position for the “ front neeh.” 

To the right of this “front neck” mark, measure 
^ of the “half neck” (No. 6), draw a short line, 
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Dia. 14. 



parallel with the 14 armhole line,” measure § of the 
4 ‘half neck/ 1 deduct and draw a slanting line 

from the mark for “front neck,” across to the 
short line to the right ; curve this slanting line for 
the “ front neck/’ as per Diagram. 
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* N.B.—The reason for deducting this £in. is, that 
this curved line will measure, when drawn, jin. more 
than the straight line will do. 

Measure the length between the highest point of 
the “ back neck ” and the “ shoulder line ” ; measure 
and mark the same length on the front (measuring 
to the left from the highest point of the “ front neck ”), 
and from this mark draw a short “ plan line,” parallel 
with the “ armhole line.” 

Measure the length of the 11 back shoulder,” and 
draw a line from the highest point of “ front neck,” 
backwards , on to the short “ plan line ” (just drawn) ; 
slightly curve this line as per Diagram 14. 

This gives the u front shoulder''* 

FOR THE ARMHOLE. 

Draw a curved line from the shoulder point of 
“ front shoulder,” curving down to the “ armhole 
line ”—and then curving up to touch the centre of the 
“back armhole plan line,” and on to about *£in 
beyond the “back shoulder” (as per Diagram 14) 
thus making the “ back shoulder ” jin. longer than 
the “ front shoulder.” 

This curve for the “ armhole ” should be drawn with, 
one stroke of the chalk or pencil; it will require 
practice , but once accomplished it is quite easy , and 
a much more perfect armhole is obtained. 

* N.B.—The reason the back shoulder is drawn 
jin. longer than the “ front shoulder ” is, that when 
the bodice is being made up, the “ front shoulder ” 
is stretched to fit into the “ back shoulder.” 
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TO FIND THE POSITION OF THE 
SEAMS. 

On the waist line,/row the “back,” measure ljin. 
(more or less), and make a mark. 

On the “armhole line,”/rom the “ back,” measure 
lin. (or less) j make a mark, and draw a curved line 
for the “side body”—commencing fin. above the 
“ back armhole line ”—passing through the mark on 
the “ armhole line,”—and curving slightly inwards , 
to the mark on the “ waist line,” as per Diagram 14. 

On the “ armhole lin q,” from front of “ armhole,” 
measure towards the back, lin. (or more), and make 
a mark. 

This marie gives the position for the u fitting 
seam .” 

On the “ armhole line,” from the curved line of 
back, measure to the mark for “ fitting seam ” ; divide 
into *two equal parts, and make a mark. 

On the “ waist line,” make the ” side body ” fin. 
(more or less according to the figure) less than it is 
on the “ armhole line.” 

With the rule draw a straight line from waist to 

armhole,” as per Diagram 14. 

This completes the 4< side body ” to the waist . 

On the “ waist line,” measure lfin. (more or less 
according to the figure) ; make a mark, and from it, 
draw a straight line from the waist to meet 
the “ side body ” line at the “ armhole,” as per 
Diagram 14. 

On the “ waist line,” make the “ side piece ” fin. 
(more or less according to the figure), less than it 
is on the “ armhole line,” draw a straight line from 
the waist to the “ armhole,” as per Diagram 14. 

This completes the “side piece ” to the “ waist'' 

N.B.—If three “ side pieces” are preferred, divide 
into * three equal parts—for a stout figure, three 
side pieces are more graceful. 

The extra length given to the “ side body ” is 
needed to “ ease ” it into the curve of the “ back.” 
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If it is for a round-shouldered figure, extra length 
is not needed, as the “ back ” should then be “ eased ” 
into the “ side body/* to fit the roundness of the 
back. 

On the “ waist line,” from the “ side piece,” 
measure l£in. (more or less according to the figure), 
and make a mark; from t, draw a straight line 
to meet the " side piece ” at the “ armhole.” 

This gives the “ fitting seam 99 of the “front” or 
“forepart” 
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TO COMPLETE THE “ FRONT ” OR 
“ FOREPART.” 

Dia. 15. 



“Measure up” the waist before proceeding to 
draw the “ darts,” so as to find the correct amount 
to be taken out in them to reduce the waist to the 
right size. 
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On the “ waist line,” from the “ true back line,” 
measure the back; omit the space between the 
“back” and the “side body,” and meastire the 
“ side body ” ; omit the space between the “ side 
body” and “side piece,” and measure the “side 
piece ” ; omit the space between the “ side piece ” 
and “ forepart,” and measure the “ forepai*t ” to 
the 44 front line ” of bodice. 

Write down the result of the “ measuring up ” on 
the paper on which the bodice is being drafted, 
and deduct from it the “ half waist ” measure 
(No. 2) ; the surplus amount must be taken out in 
“ darts.” 

E.G-.—If the bodice which is being drafted 
measures 15jin. on the “ waist line” and the “half 
waist ” measure (No. 2) is 11, deduct that amount 
from the 15j. The surplus , which will be 4jin., 
must be taken out in the two “ darts,” thus: lin. out 
of the “ lirst dart,” and 3j out of the “ second dart.” 

N.B. — For growing girls, less is taken out between 
the “ side body ” and the “ side piece,” and between 
the “ side piece ” and the 44 forepart,” than for adults, 
as there is less difference between their waist and 
chest measures. 

When the amount to be taken out in “ darts ” 
is much less than for an adult, less than lin. must 
be taken out for the first “ dart,” and the remainder 
out of the second dart; or the bodice can be drafted 
with one “ dart ” only. 

In all cases when taking the measures, notice 
should be taken of the individual figure, as some 
require a larger amount to be taken out between 
the “ side body ” and 44 side piece,” and between the 
“ side piece ” and 44 forepart,” and a smaller amount 
in the “ darts.” 

The reason that a larger amount is taken out of 
the 44 second dart ” is, to bring the side of the “ fore¬ 
part ” as much on the “ bias ” as the figure will 
allow, so that the bodice may fit without creases 
at the waist. 
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THE “ DARTS.” 

From the “front of chest,” on the “armhole 
line,” measure 5in. towards the back, and make a mark ; 
from it, measure to the left Hin. and make a mark ; 
from it, draw a doping line to meet “ armhole line” 
at “ front of chest.” 

This eloping line gives “ head of darts line.” 

On the “ true waist line,” from the “ front line,” 
measure # lin. or l£in. and make a mark. 

On the “ true basque line,” from the “ front line ” 
measure # lin. or l|in. and make a mark. 

These marks give the position for front of “first dart” 

* N.B .—These measures on the “ waist line ” and 
on the basque line,” mustaJwaj/3 correspond, to give 
the straight line to the bodice. 

From these marks measure **lin. (or less accord¬ 
ing to the amount to be taken out) on the “ waist line,” 
and on the “ basque line,” and make marks. 

These give the width of “first dart” 

From these marks, measure *lin. (or less accord¬ 
ing to the amount to be taken out) on the “ waist 
line,” and on the “ basque line,” and make marks. 

These give front of “ second dart” 

From these marks, measure the remainder that has 
to betaken out in “darts,” on the waist line, and 
mark the same distance on the “ basque line.” 

This gives width of “ second dart.” 

* N.B.— These measures on the “ waist line ” and 
on the “basque line,” must always correspond, to 
give the straight line to the bodice. 

On the “ true waist line,” make a mark in the 
centre of the “ first dart,” and from it, measure 
about 2^in. and make a second mark ; make two 
corresponding marks on the “ head of darts 
line.” 

These marks give the position for the “ plan lines ” 
on which to draw the “ darts.” 

With the rule, draw the “ plan line,” for the “ first 
dart,” from the first markon the “ head of darts line 
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passing through the mark on the “ true waist line ” ; 
and on to the “ basque line.” 

With the rule, draw the “ plan line ” for the 
“ second dart ”—commencing from the second mark 
on the “ head of darts ” line—passing through the 
mark on the true“waist line”—and on to the mark 
on the “ basque line,” as per Diagram 15. 

N.B.—The further apart these “ plain lines ” are 
drawn, the further apart will be the “ darts.” 

It is a matter of taste, but, for stout figures 
especially, it is a mistake to have the “ darts ” far 
apart. 

With the rule, draw the front of each “dart”— 
from the top of each “ plan line,” to the marks on 
the “ true waist line ”—and on to the “ basque line.” 

With the rule, draw the back of the “first dart,” 
from the top of the “ plan line,” to the mark on the 
“ waist line,” and on to the “ basque line.” With 
the rule, draw the hack of the “ second dart ”—from 
the top of the “ plan line,” to mark on “ true waist 
line”—and on to mark on “basque line,” as per 
Diagram 15. 

N.B.—A third “ dart ” is an improvement to some 
figures; this should be made very short, and be 
placed exactly between the “ second dart,” and the 
“ fitting seam ”— only a small amount should be taken 
out in this third “ dart.” 

The “plan line ” for the “darts,” must always he 
drawn parallel with the “front line” whatever the 
distance from it may he. 

To complete the “ side body ”—draw a sloping line 
from the curve of the “ side body ” at the waist, to 
within Jin. of the “ back ” at the “ short basque line.” 

Square the rule by the “ waist line,” and draw a 
straight line from the waist to the “ short basque line.” 

To complete the “ side piece ”—draw a sloping line 
from waist to “ short basque line,” to touch the “ side 
body.” 

Square the rule by the “ waist line,” and draw a 
straight line from the waist to the “ short basque line.” 
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Draw a sloping line from the waist to the 44 short 
"basque line ” at the 44 fitting seam ” of the 44 front ” 
or 44 forepart,” as per Diagram 15. 

TO LOWER THE 44 WAIST LINE” ON 
THE SIDE OF 44 FOREPART.” 

When a large amount has been taken out in the 
u second dart,” it will be found necessary to lower 
the 44 waist line ” at the bach side of it. To do this, 
measure the length of the front of the 44 dart,” and 
measure the same length on the back side of it, and 
make a mark. 

From this mark (which may be below the 44 waist 
line), draw a sloping line to touch the 44 waist line” 
at the 44 fitting seam,” as per Diagram 15. 

From the 44 true waist line ” of each piece of the 
bodice, measure 3in. (or less if a shorter basque is 
required), and correct the basque of each piece to 
correspond with the lowered waist line—making the 
whole basque the same length as pet Diagram 15. 
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CHAPTER Y. 

“ PLAN LINES” FOR DRAWING- A BODICE 
WITH “ SHORT BASQUE " 

(With “Darts”). 



Copy the measures taken, on to the corner of 
the paper on which the bodice is to be drafted. 
Draw the “ back and neck plan lines/' as per 
Diagram. 

On the “back plan fine,” mark the length of 
“ back ” (No. 3), and 3in. below it, mark the “ short 

E 
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basque line”—square the rule, and draw “waist 
line,” and “ short basque line.” 

On the 44 back plan line,” from the 44 waist line,” 
measure to the right , the 44 under arm ” measure 
(No. 5), and make a mark. 

N.B.—As a rule the “ under arm ” measure is half 
the “ length of back,” but a faV/Zt-shouldered figure 
would measure more than half the 44 length of back ” 
at the 44 under arm.” 

Square the rule, and draw a long line for the 
“ armhole line.” 

On the 44 back plan line,” from the 44 neck plan 
line,” measure # 2in. and make a mark, and 3in. 
below it, make another mark. 

*N.B.—This is not a fixed measure, but varies 
according to the individual figure; e.g., for a high¬ 
shouldered figure the “ shoulder line ” should be 
drawn nearer the 44 neck line,” than for one with 
sloping shoulders. 

Square the rule, and draw two short lines. 

These give the 44 back shoulder plan line," and 44 back 
armhole line" 
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TO DRAW THE BODICE WITH “SHORT 
BASQUE ” 

(Without Turnings). 

Dia. 17. 



line,” and a straight line from it, to the “short 
basque line ” (to within half an inch of the “ back 
plan line ”), as per Diagram. 

This gives the ** true hack line'* 

E 2 
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On tbe “ neck plan line,” from the back, measure 
^ of the “half neck ” measure (No. 6) *less gin., 
and make a mark—from it, draw to the right , a 
straight line fin. long, and from it, draw a curved 
line backwards on to the “neck plan line,” as per 
Diagram 17. 

This gives the “ back neck” 

* N.B.—The reason for deducting this |in. from 
the - of the “ half neck ” is, that this curved line 
will measure, when drawn, |in. more than a straight 
line would do. 

On the “ back armhole line,” from the “ true 
back line,” measure the “half width of back” 
(No. 4), and make a mark; draw a line from it to 
the right , to the next plan line. 

This gives the “ back armhole 'plan line.” 

Draw a line from the “ shoulder line ” to highest 
point of neck, slightly curve this line inwards , as per 
Diagram 17. 

This gives the “ back shoulder.” 

On the “ armhole line,” mark the “ back ” about 
2in. less than it is on the “ shoulder line,” and on the 
“ waist line,” mark it half the width that it is on 
the “ armhole line.” 

Draw a curved line passing through these marks, 
from “ back armhole ” to “ waist line,” and a 
straight line from the waist to the “ short basque 
line,” as per Diagram 17. 

This completes the u back” 
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Dia. 18. 



On the 4 ‘ armhole line,” from the u true back line,” 
measure the “ half chest” measure (No. 1), plus lin. 
and make a mark. 

This gives the “front of chest*' and the width of 
half the bodice. 

From this mark, measure back on the “ armhole 
line,” the “ across chest” (No. 8), and make a mark. 
Again measure from the “front of chest,” the 
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“across chest” (No. 8), in a slanting direction to 
about 2in. to the right of the armhole line, and make 
a mark. This is a guide in drawing the “ armhole, ’ 
and gives position for front of “armhole .” 

On the “neck plan line,” from the ‘‘ true back 
line,” measure the “half chest” (No. 1), less l£in., 
and make a mark—from it, draw with the rule a long 
straight line through “ front of chest ” down the 
front, as per Diagram 18. 

This gives the “front line of the bodice .” 

On the “front line,” from the “basque line,” 
measure to the right l^in., and make a mark—from it, 
draw a sloping line towards the bach (about 5in. long), 
to the “ basque line.” 

This gives the “ true basque line ” in front 

On the “front line,” from the “waist line,” 
measure to the right lfin., and make a mark—from 
it, draw a sloping line towards the bach (about 5in. 
long), to the “ waist line,” as per Diagram 18. 

This gives the “ true waist line .” 

N.B.—Some dressmakers prefer a rounded “ front 
line” to the bodice; to draw this, make a mark, 
about fin. beyond the “front line” (at the chest), 
and from this mark, draw a line curving gradually up 
to the neck, and down to the waist. 

Tailors , however, generally prefer the “ straight 
front,” and when they are obliged to round the “ front 
line ” to suit any special figure they “ shrink ” 
away the superfluous length occasioned by the 
curved line. 
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Dia. 19. 



and make a mark. 

This gives the position for the “front neck** 

To the right of this “front neck ” mark, measure 
£ of the “ half neck ” (No. 6), and draw a short line, 
parallel with the “ armhole line.” Measure § of the 
“ half neck,” deduct *jin., and draw a slanting line 
from the mark for “ front neck,” across to the short 
line to the right, and curve it for the “ front neck,” 
as per Diagram. 
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* N.B.—The reason for deducting this jin. is, that 
this curved line will measure, when drawn, jin. more 
than the straight line will do. 

Measure the length between the highest point of 
the “ back neck” and the **shoulder line,” and mark 
the same length on the front (measuring to the left 
from the highest point of the “front neck”), and 
from this mark, draw a short “plan line” parallel 
with the “ armhole line.” 

Measure the length of the “ back shoulder,” and 
draw a line from the highest point of “ front neck ” 
backwards , on to the short “ plan line ” (just drawn), 
slightly curve this line, as per Diagram 19. 

This gives the u front shoulder” 

FOR THE ARMHOLE. 

Draw a curved line from the shoulder point of 
u front shoulder,” curving down to the “armhole line,” 
and then curving up to touch the centre of the back 
armhole plan line, and on to about *jin. beyond the 
“back shoulder” as per Diagram 19, thus making 
the “ back shoulder” Jin. longer than the “ front 
shoulder.” 

This curve for the “ armhole ” should be drawn u ith 
one stroke of the chalk or pencil; it will requirepractice , 
but once accomjjlished it is quite easy and a much 
more perfect armhole is obtained . 

* N.B.—The reason the “ back shoulder ” is drawn 
Jin. longer than the “ front shoulder ” is, that when 
the bodice is being made up, the “ front shoulder ” 
is stretched to fit into the “ back shoulder.” 
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TO FIND THE POSITION OF 
THE “SEAMS” 

On the waist line, from the back, measure l|in. 
(more or less), and make a mark. 

On the armhole line, from the back, measure lin. 
(or less) ; make a mark, and draw a curved line for 
the “side body ”—commencing £ of an inch above 
the “ back armhole line ”—passing through the 
mark on the “ armhole line ”—and curving slightly 
imvard8 to the mark on the “waist line”—as per 
Diagram 19. 

On the “ armhole line,” from front of armhole, 
measure towards the hade lin. (or more), and make a 
mark. 

This marie gives the position for the “ fitting seam* 1 

On the u armhole line,” from the curved line of 
back, measure to the mark for “ fitting seam ” ; divide 
into *two equal parts, and make a mark. 

On the “ waist line,” make the “side body” f of 
an inch (more or less according to the figure), less 
than it is on the “ armhole line.” 

With the rule, draw a straight line from “ waist ” 
to “ armhole,” as per Diagram 19. 

This completes the “ side body ” to the waist . 

On the “ waist line,” measure ljin. (more or less 
according to the figure), make a mark, and from 
it, draw a straight line from the waist to meet 
the “side body” line at the “armhole,” as per 
Diagram 19. 

On the “ waist line,” make the “ side piece ” fin. 
(more or less according to the figure), less than it is 
on the “ armhole line ”; draw a straight line from 
waist to armhole, as per Diagram 19. 

This completes the “ side piece ” to the waist. 

* N.B.—If three side pieces are preferred, divide 
into three equal parts—for a stout figure, three 
side pieces are more graceful. 
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The extra length given to the “side body,” is 
needed to “ ease ” it into the curve of the back. If 
it is for a round-shouldered figure, extra length is not 
needed, as the ** back ” should then be “ eased ” into 
the “ side body,” to fit the roundness of the back. 

On the “ waist line,” from the “ side piece,” 
measure l|in. (more or less according to the figure), 
and make a mark—from it, draw a straight line to 
meet the “ side piece ” at the armhole. 

This gives the “fitting seam ” of the “ forepart .” 
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TO COMPLETE THE u FRONT ” OR 
“ FOREPART.” 

Dia. 20. 



right size. 

On the “ waist line/* from the “ true back line,” 
measure the “ back ”; omit the space between the 
“ back ” and the “ side body,” and measure the “ side 
body ” ; omit the space between the “ side body ” and 
** side piece,” and measure the “ side piece” ; omit the 
space between the “ side piece ” and “ forepart,” and 
measure the “ forepart ” to the front line of bodice. 
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Write down the result of the “ measuring up ” on 
the paper on which the bodice is being drafted, and 
deduct from it the “ half waist ” measure (No. 2) ; 
the surplus amount must be taken out in “ darts.” 

E.G.—If the bodice which is being drafted 
measures 15jin. on the waist line, and the “ half 
waist ” measure (No. 2), is llin.— deduct that amount 
from the 15jin. The surplus , which will be 4jin., 
must be taken out in the two “ darts,” thus—lin. 
out of the “ first dart,” and 3jin. out of the “ second 
dart. 

N.B.—For growing girls, less is taken out betweeu 
the “ side body ” and the u side piece,” and between 
the “ side piece ” and the “ forepart,” than for adults, 
as there is less difference between their waist and 
chest measures. 

When the amount to be taken out in “ darts,” is 
much less than for an adult, less than lin. must' be 
taken out for the " first dart,” and the remainder 
out of the “second dart,” or the bodice can be 
drafted with one “ dart ” only. 

In all cases, when taking the measures, notice 
should be taken of the individual figure, as some 
require a larger amount to be taken out between 
the “ side body ” and “ side piece,” and between the 
“ side piece ” and “ fore part,” and a smaller amount 
in the “ darts.” 

The reason that a larger amount is taken out of 
the “ second dart ” is, to bring the side of the “ fore¬ 
part ” as much on the “ bias ” as the figure will 
allow, so that the bodice may fit without creases at 
the waist. 
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THE “DARTS” 

Place the square at “ front of chest ” —with the 
“ long arm ” down the “ front line,” and the “ short 
arm ” towards the “ hack ”—and draw a lino of about 
5in. along the “ short arm,” as per Diagram 20. 

This gives the “ head of darts line” 

On the “ true waist line,” from the “ front line,” 
measure lin. or l^in., and make a mark. 

This gives the position for front of “ first dart” 
From it, measure lin. (or less according to the 
amount to be taken out), and make a mark. 

This gives the width of “first dart” 

From it, measure lin. and make a mark. 

This gives front of “ second dart” 

From it, measure the remainder that has to be 
taken out in “ darts,” and make a mark. 

On the “ true waist line,” from the “ front line,” 
measure the distance to the mark just made, and 
mark the same distance on the “ short basque line.” 
This gives width of “ second dart” 

On the “ true waist line,” make a mark in the 
centre of the “ first dart,” and from it, measure about 
2jin., and [make a second mark. Make two corres¬ 
ponding marks on the “ head of darts line.” 

These marks give the position for the plan “ lines ” 
on which to draw the “ darts” 

With the rule, draw the “ plan line ” for the “ first 
dart ” from the first mark on the “ head of darts 
line”—passing through the mark on the “true waist 
line”—and on to the “ short basque line.” With the 
rule, draw the “plan line” for the “ second dart,” 
commencing from the second mark on the “ head of 
darts line,” passing through the mark on the “ true 
waist line,” and on to the mark on the “ short basque 
line,” as per Diagram 20. 

N.B.—The further apart these “ plan lines ” are 
drawn, the further apart will be the “ darts.” It is 
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a matter of taste—but, for stout figures especially, 
it is a mistake to have the “ darts ” far apart. 

With the rule, draw the front of each “ dart ” —from 
the top of each “ plan line,” to the marks on the 
“ true waist line ”—and od to the " short basque line. ,, 

With the rule, draw the bach of the “ first dart ”— 
from the top of the " plan line/* to the mark on the 
** true waist line ”—and on to the “ short basque line.’* 
With the rule, draw the bach of the “ second dart ”— 
from the top of “ plan line,” to mark on “ true waist 
line,” and on to mark on “ short basque line,” as per 
Diagram 20. 

N.B.—A third M dart ” is an improvement to some 
figures. This should be made very short, and be 
placed exactly between the “second dart” and the 
“ fitting seam ”— only a small amount should be taken 
out in this third “ dart.” 

The slope of the “ darts ” below the waist, varies, 
according to the figure ; the slighter the figure below 
the “ waist,” the straighter must the “ darts ” be 
drawn; the stouter the figure below the waist, the 
more sloping must they be drawn. 

The plan lines for the “ darts ” must always be 
drawn parallel with the “ front line ”—whatever the 
distance from it may be. 


TO COMPLETE THE SHORT BASQUE. 

With the rule, draw a line from the curve of the 
“ side body” at waist, to within |in. of the “ back ” 
at the “ short basque line.” 

With the rule, draw a “ plan line ” from waist to 
u short basque line ” between the “ side body ” and 
“ side piece,” and between “ side piece ” and “ fore¬ 
part.” 

With the rule, draw lines from the waist to “ short 
basque line,” to meet these “ plan lines ” as per 
Diagram 20. 
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TO LOWER THE “ WAIST LINE” ON 
THE SIDE OF “ FOREPART.” 

When a large amount has been taken out in the 
“ second dart,” it will be found necessary to lower 
the “ waist line,” at the bach side of the dart. To 
do this, measure the length of the front of the 
“ dart,” and measure the same length on the bach 
side of it, and make a mark. From this mark (which 
may be below the ** waist line ”), draw a sloping line 
to touch the “ waist line ” at the “ fitting seam,” as 
per Diagram 20. 

From the “true waist line ” of each piece of the 
bodice, measure 3in. (or less if a shorter basque is 
required), and correct the basque of each piece to 
correspond with the lowered “ waist line ”—making 
the whole basque the same length, as per Diagram 20. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

“PLAN LINES” FOR SLEEVE. 


Dia. 21. 



I 

Place the square thus _I and draw “ plan 

lines ” for “ length of sleeve,” and “ top of sleeve,” 
as per Diagram. 
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From 44 top of sleeve line,” measure along the 
44 length of sleeve line,” 4in., make a mark, and draw 
a line parallel with 44 top of sleeve line.” 

This is called the 44 balance line.” 

From the 44 balance line,” measure along the 44 length 
of sleeve line,” 2in. more, and make a mark. 

This gives the lowest point of 44 top of underarm.” 

Deduct 4in. from the 44 round armhole ” (No. 3 of 
44 sleeve ” measures), measure the remaining number 
of inches on the “ balance line,” and make a mark. 

This gives the width of 44 top of forearm .” 

From the “ length of sleeve line,” measure along 
the 44 top of sleeve line,” half the width of 44 top of 
forearm,” and make a mark; from it, draw two 
slanting lines—one to the lowest point of 44 under¬ 
arm ” on “ length of sleeve line,” and the other to 
width of 44 top of forearm,” on the 44 balance line”— 
as per Diagram 21. 

These give the “plan lines” for the “top of fore¬ 
arm.” and 44 top of underarm ” 


Since uniting Part I. of this Book, a far simpler 
method of drafting sleeves has occurred to me, so 1 
am giving it in Part III. (Tailoring and French 
Pattern Modelling), Chapter III., in the directions 
for drafting a coat sleeve. 

It will be seen that sleeve measures Nos. 1 and 2 
(in Part I.) are dispensed with, also the 44 sweeps 
to elbow ” and 44 to wrist.” Only four measures are 
necessary. 


F 
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OUTLINE OF DRESS SLEEVE. 


Dia. 22. 



From the lowest point of “top of underarm,” on 
the “length of sleeve line,” draw, to the right, a curved 
line sloping outwards, to touch “ top of sleeve line ” 
where the two “ plain lines ” meet, and continue this 
curved line to width of “ top of forearm,” as per 
Diagram. 

This gives the curve for u top of forearm .” 

From the lowest point of the underarm, on the 
“ length of sleeve line,” draw to the right, a 
slanting line 4in. long to touch the “ balance 
line”—curve this line slightly to the left, as per 
Diagram. 

This gives the curve for the “ top of underarm 

On the “balance line,” measure the distance 
between the back of the underarm, and the back of 
the forearm, and at the half , make a mark on the 
“ balance line.” 

From this mark, draw, with the rule, a short 
horizontal line to touch the curve at the “ top of 
forearm.” 
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Place the end of the tape measure on the top of 
the line just made, and hold it down with the left 
thumb. With the right thumb and forefinger, hold 
a piece of tailor’s chalk upright .exactly on the “ length 
to elbow” measure (No. 1 in the sleeve measures), 
and draw a short line towards the “ length of sleeve 
line ”—still holding the tape measure down with the 
left thumb—place the chalk upright , exactly on the 
“ length to wrist ” measure (No. 2), and draw another 
short line to touch the “ length of sleeve line,” as per 
Diagram 22. 

These short curved lines give “ length to elbow f and 
to “ twist .” 


TO COMPLETE THE SLEEVE. 


Dia. 23. 



On the “ length of sleeve line,” measure from the 
“ wrist ” to the lowest point of underarm, and at the 
half make a mark ; from it, measure 2-gin. towards the 
elbow, and make a mark. 

Th is mark gives the bend of the arm. 
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From this point, draw, with the rule, two slanting 
lines—one to the lowest point of “top of under¬ 
arm,” the other to the “ wrist ” on “ length of 
sleeve line.” 

From this point, measure fin. on each side of the 
line at the wrist, make marks, and from each mark 
draw a slanting line, to meet the mark which gives 
the bend of the arm, as per Diagram 23. 

Deduct 3in. (more or less, according to fashion) 
from the “round elbow ” (No. 4 in sleeve measures), 
and halve the remainder. Measure one half from 
bend of arm to “ elbow line,” and make a mark—from, 
and above this first mark, measure on the elbow 
line, the 3in. (more or less) which were deducted from 
the “ round elbow” (No. 4), make a mark, and from 
it, draw a straight line to width of “ top of forearm ” 
on the “ balance line.” 

Deduct 3in. (more or less, according to fashion) 
from the “ round hand ” (No. 5 in sleeve measures), 
and halve the remainder, and from the “ length of 
sleeve line ” measure this half on the “wrist line” 
and make a mark—from, and above this first mark, 
measure the 3in. (more or less) which were deducted; 
make a mark, and from it, draw, with the rule, a 
straight line to elbow point. 

From the first mark on the “ wrist line,” draw a 
straight line to the first mark on the “ elbow line,” 
and another straight line from the elbow to the 
highest point of “ underarm.” Measure the inside 
length of sleeve to the elbow, and on to the wrist, 
and make a mark there—to correspond with 44 inside 
length of arm ” measure (No. 6). 


TO COMPLETE THE BOTTOM OF SLEEVE. 

Square the rule by the back line of the sleeve—the 
short arm passing through the mark just made at 
the wrist for length of arm, and draw a straight line 
to “length of sleeve line.” Remove the square, and 
draw a line fin. long slightly sloping to the left, 
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to complete the bottom of the sleeve, as per 
Diagram. 

Slightly curve the line for the inside seam of the 
sleeve, as per Diagram 23. 

This completes the Dress Sleeve. 


« FOREARM ” AND “ UNDERARM ” OF 
DRESS SLEEVE PLACED TOGETHER 
FOR MAKING UP. 

The .line represents a fold of material. 

Dia. 24. 



The “ Coat Sleeve ” will be given in Part III. 

“ Tailoring and French Pattern Modelling.’ 





70 


Dress Cutting and Drafting. 


CHAPTER YII. 


PLAN LINES ” FOR COLLAR. 


Dia. 25. 



Draw a straight line the length of the half neck 
(No. 6 in bodice measures), and 2in. (more or less, 
according to the depth of collar required) below it, 
draw a parallel line the same length. 

Draw a short line at each end connecting these two 
lines, as per Diagram. 

These give the “plan lines ” on which to draw the 
collar. 


OUTLINE OF COLLAR. 


Dia. 26. 



Find the exact centre of the “ front line of collar,” 
and from that point, draw a line curving very gradu¬ 
ally downwards to touch the bottom of the “ back plan 
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line ”—and at the same distance from the top of the 
“ front plan line ”—draw another line curving very 
gradually dowyiwards to the top of the “ back plan 
line,” as per Diagram 26. 

Tkese two curved lines must exactly correspond . 

From the top of the “ front plan line,” measure 
along the “ top plan line ” Jin., and make a mark. 

Draw a sloping line from the “ top curve ” to the 
“ bottom curve ” passing through the mark just 
made. 

This gives the front of collar . 

From the top of the “back plan line,” measure 
along the “ top plan line ”* Jin. (or more) and make 
a mark, and from it, draw a sloping line to touch the 
bottom of the “ back line.” 

This completes the collar . 

* N.B.—If the person for whom the collar is being 
drawn has an erect figure, Jin., or even less, will be 
found sufficient for the slope of the back ; but for a 
stooping figure a greater slope will be required. 


STRAIGHT COLLAR. 


Dia. 27. 



Draw a straight line the length of the half neck 
(No. 6 of bodice measures), and 2in. (more or less, 
according to the depth of the collar required) below 
it, draw a parallel line the same length. 

Draw a short line at each end, connecting these two 
lines, as per Diagram. 

From the top of the “ front line,” measure along 
the top line Jin. (or more as required), and make a 
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mark—and draw a sloping line to the bottom of the 
front line, as per Diagram 27. 

This gives the front of the collar—if it is fastened in 
front—or the bach of the collar—if it is fastened at the 
back. 

Dor instructions for making up, see “ The Practical 
Work of Dressmaking and Tailoring/’ 


A 
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